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The FY 1973 milﬁary aselstance service funded budget for Laos

is designed to support the followlng force levels:

. (in millions $)
Force Levels . . Amount
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Eetimated US ﬁ‘ed_e.:al Expenditures during FY 1973 for the purpose -

_of economic and military assistance to Laos as defined in Section 505

© " {a) and (b) of Public Law 92-156 are estimated as follows:
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%k Of the above funding Ievela. only the Mllftary Iﬁfeilld'éﬁzewB\;dEet "'n_ |
'_lga chsslﬂed Secret; howeyer, when these programs are used in a |
“manner that would reveal It;lm amount of the Intemgence Budget all
| figures must be eon,aldered Secret, |
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The FY 1973 Milltary' Assistance Serv(ce Funded Budget for Laos’

..
-

is demgned to auppoi-t a total regular and lrregular force’ Ievel of

L "99. 685 at a total cos,t of. $360 mllllon. ' . .o RN

US federal expendltutea durlng FY 1973 for the purpdse of economlc"'. .
: lnd mllltary asalutauce to Laoa as deﬂn\ed in Sectlon 503(&1) and (b) |
" of Publlc Law 92- 15§ la estlmated to be $425 6 mtlllon.
| The State Department advises that In Y 73 they hope to lmplement

-

. & program of h:nprovlng the Lao armed forces, The FY ‘73 MASF

. ‘requeat ia belleved to be at a level which will permit ths Fundirijg" of
the equipment requlred to beglu such a progtam. Ae £or'a’'m ‘"litarlf
operational plan for FY 73, the initiative In the war In Laos rests

with the Nerth Vietnameae. ‘It is the level of the North Yietn;meSe

presence and the nai:ﬁre and locatlon of theix\*" offensives wh[ch dictate
-the Lao reaponses. ,Accordlng to Ambasaadpr Godley, who has princlpal
responsibllity £or the us mllitary support efforta in Laos, the Royal

' Lao Government believes that the level of Nérth Vietnamese aggresslon

‘will be in FY 73 approx.lmately that of FY 72. US aupport will accordingly

be requlred at epproxlmetely the level of F'Y 72,
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